 The application deadline is JANUARY FIRST, 2009.

Fellowship begins in late August, 2009.  Annual stipend is $46,968.  Benefits include health insurance options, 10 paid federal holidays, 12 paid vacation days and 12 sick paid days; generous professional leave; a public transportation program; and in most years, up to $460 in travel funds for conferences have been available (we anticipate this will continue but we cannot guarantee until the new fiscal year).  

To be eligible, you MUST have completed an APA accredited predoctoral internship and MUST have graduated from an APA-approved clinical or counseling psychology doctoral program.  The VA also requires that you must be a US citizen and that men must have registered for selective service.  Proof of varicella vaccination is also required. 

Rural Psychology Fellowship

This postdoctoral fellowship is based at the Santa Rosa Community Based Outpatient Clinic (CBOC).  The Santa Rosa CBOC is one of five CBOCs associated with the San Francisco VA Medical Center (SFVAMC), and the largest CBOC in Northern California.  It is located 55 miles north of San Francisco and serves veterans residing in the rural counties of Northern California, including Sonoma, Napa, Lake and Mendocino.  

The overall mission of this postdoctoral fellowship is to achieve advanced competency in all expected skills in rural psychology, gain employment as a psychologist in VA rural CBOCs, and continue post-graduation as scholar/clinician by making professional presentations, publishing articles and attaining ABPP status, and functioning as a competent provider who is valued by patients, faculty, and CBOC personnel for his/her contributions. 

During the course of this fellowship, the rural psychology fellow will develop advanced competence in the assessment and treatment of PTSD, Substance Use Disorders, Mood Disorders, and other relevant DSM-IV related disorders. The fellow will receive training and supervision in treatments such as Cognitive Processing, Prolonged Exposure, Cognitive Behavioral, Interpersonal, and Motivational Enhancement therapies.  In addition, the fellow will develop competence in delivering clinical assessments, individual and group therapy, and psycho-educational interventions to our rural veterans using cyber- and telemental health technology.  The fellow will also use telemental health to consult with other health care providers, receive supervision, and participate in training and didactic seminars.  

In addition to the fellow's work with the Mental Health Clinic, the fellow will also gain experience in a variety of key areas while engaged with the SR CBOC Home Based Primary Care Program (HBPC). Specifically, the fellow will provide a range of assessments and evaluations, such as screening for cognitive deficits to address specific functional questions or to determine if a referral for a complete neuropsychological evaluation or dementia assessment is needed.  Furthermore, the fellow will develop skills in assessing for depressive and anxiety-related disorders, adjustment difficulties, excessive use or misuse of alcohol or other drugs, as well as other Axis I conditions.  In addition, the fellow will gain skills to assess for capacity/competency when questions arise about a patient’s ability to make medical and financial decisions or live independently.

In addition to clinical responsibilities, the fellow develop competence in providing consultation to providers from other professions by preparing reports, making didactic presentations, and participating in multidisciplinary case conferences.  Also, the fellow will supervise pre-doctoral practicum students, provide on-going feedback on strengths and areas for improvement, and furthers his/her sensitivity to individual difference between self and supervisees.  The fellow will receive weekly supervision from the supervising psychologist on site, and other SFVAMC supervisors via videoconferencing.

PLEASE CONTACT PATRICK REILLY, PhD FOR MORE INFORMATION
Patrick.reilly@va.gov
