The application deadline is JANUARY FIRST, 2009.

Fellowships begin in late August, 2009.  Annual stipend is $46,968.  Benefits include health insurance options, 10 paid federal holidays, 12 paid vacation days and 12 sick paid days; generous professional leave; a public transportation program; and in most years, up to $460 in travel funds for conferences have been available (we anticipate this will continue but we cannot guarantee until the new fiscal year).  

To be eligible, you MUST have completed an APA accredited predoctoral internship and MUST have graduated from an APA-approved clinical or counseling psychology doctoral program.  The VA also requires that you must be a US citizen and that men must have registered for selective service.  Proof of varicella vaccination is also required. 

Postdoctoral Fellowship in Primary Care Psychology (APA Approved)

Preferred Qualifications:

Exposure to mental health services in a medical or primary care setting

Experience in health and or pain psychology services

Ability to work effectively as part of an interdisciplinary team

Experience in deploying brief, evidence based treatments

Ability to work quickly and meet deadlines

Tolerance for flexibility for duty station

            

Description:

The postdoctoral fellowship in primary care psychology at the San Francisco VA Medical Center occurs within the Medical-Practice Mental Health Integrated Clinic, an integrated care treatment model.  Fellows spend the majority of their time working in a busy primary care setting collaboratively with other professionals including physicians and residents, nursing staff, nutritionists, pharmacists, and social workers.  As a team, we work to provide a broad range of health services including mental health care to veterans living within the community.  The goal of the training program is to prepare fellows to be able to work independently in a variety of primary care settings and formats and to interface effectively with medical staff and allied professionals to provide a comprehensive patient centered care.

Fully embracing a generalist training model, fellows respond to a broad range of consultation requests.  A significant component of the experience is mental health triage.  This involves meeting with veterans who screen positive for mental health conditions or for whom their primary care providers feel that a connection to mental health services would be beneficial.  Veterans are assessed for the full range of mental health conditions and harm risk and referred onto appropriate mental health clinics.  Fellows also follow some veterans on an ongoing basis for brief, focused health related interventions.  Opportunities for the development of group treatments also exist including cross-discipline collaboration.

Assessment is a component of the training.  Referral questions include assessment of dementia, competency, and independent living issues.  Other veterans may be referred for diagnostic clarification including assessment of traumatic brain injury.  Fellows also participate in focused training on pain assessment and management and work with veterans with chronic pain individually and in group settings.

The fellowship offers a wide range of experiences and is tailored to fit the needs and long term professional goals of trainees.  Additional opportunities exist to within the Pain Clinic, Women’s Clinic, neuro-rehabilitation, MOVE (obesity management), and substance abuse treatment programs both within and outside of the immediate primary care setting.   Fellows have an opportunity to develop supervision skills in the ongoing supervision of pre-doctoral psychology trainees.  Research opportunities exist and fellows are expected to be involved in research through either a small project of their own or as part of an ongoing faculty project.

Supervisors:

Timothy Carmody, PhD

Charles Filanosky, Ph.D.

APPLICATION
San Francisco Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center

Postdoctoral Fellowship in Primary Care Psychology
Identifying Information
Name
_____________________________________


U.S. Citizen?__________

Mailing Address   _____________________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________________

Email   ______________________________________________________________________________

Work Telephone (     ) ____________________

Home Telephone (     ) _______________

Doctoral Program_____________________________________________
Program APA-approved? ______
Program Type (circle): Clinical/Counseling?  University/Professional?

Doctoral Degree (circle) Psy.D./Ph.D. Completed? ____________ 

If Answer to Above is “No”, please use a separate sheet to specify the following: 

Describe in detail the status of your dissertation.

Date on which you expect to compete all requirements for the doctoral degree.

Include a letter from your dissertation chairperson describing your dissertation status and timeline.

Pre-Doctoral Internship Completed (date) ________________________
Pre-Doctoral Internship_______________________________

Internship APA-approved? _____________ 

Postdoctoral Experience(s) (if any, list)

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Application Checklist 
______ Cover letter.  In your letter, please briefly elaborate on your preparation for post-doctoral training, personal strengths, gaps/deficiencies in past training or experience, goals for the fellowship, and your career goals. Please state reasons why you believe you would be a good “fit” for this fellowship program (You may use the letter to supplement information about yourself not included in your CV and other application information). 

.  

_______A letter of support from current Internship Training Director indicating that you are in good standing to successfully complete your predoctoral internship, including completion date.  If already completed, you can mail a copy of your pre-doctoral internship certificate.

_______Three letters of recommendation in support of your application
_______ Letter from your dissertation chairperson describing your dissertation status and timeline (If you have not completed doctoral degree)

_______Current CV

_______Graduate School Transcript

_______ 2 work samples (e.g., at least one of which is a redacted clinical evaluation summaries; other work-samples may include published manuscripts on which you are first author, where applicable, additional clinical evaluation summaries, or other manuscripts or evidence of scholarly and/or clinical productivity and proficiency).

Interviews will be arranged for top candidates based upon a review of written application materials.  In general, in-person interviews will be required; however phone interviews may be made available in the event of special circumstances.  Please call us to advise of any problems or special considerations relating to your availability for an in-person interview. 

Please email all application materials (except transcripts) directly to Timothy.Carmody@va.gov
Mail Transcript to:


Timothy P. Carmody, Ph.D.




Fax #: (415) 750-6987


Mental Health Services (116B)


 




San Francisco VAMC





4150 Clement Street






San Francisco, CA 94121

Letters from your recommendation letter writers should be emailed to Timothy.Carmody@va.gov  from their institutional (e.g., university or agency) email address, with your name indicated in the subject line.  We encourage all files to be sent as Microsoft Word or Adobe Acrobat files.  

For further information about the fellowship and/or the application process, please email or call Dr. Carmody at (415) 221-4810 ext. 2344.  

